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Issues

• What is "race"? Biological functions of skin color

• statistics on skin color and drug-related crime

• origins of the race-crime belief 

Relevant disciplines

• geography, (pre)history

• biology, genetics

• cultural studies, sociology, psychology

• economics, law 

BIOLOGY: The function of skin color 

depends on concentration of melanin
• dark skin 
resists UV radiation 

protects Vitamin B (folate) reserves

• light skin 
promotes synthesis of Vitamin D

an evolutionary adaptation to climate 

(PRE-) HISTORY: The context of the question

	years ago
	developments

	1 000 000
	meat – tools – weapons

	100 000
	awareness/language – ritual/religion/culture– migration

	10 000
	skin color differences – law and crime – agriculture

	1 000
	population, technology, disease – colonization – power/wealth differences 

	100
	theory of evolution – scientific racism 

	10
	Africans in Graz

	1
	Drogen-SOKO


(PRE-) HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY: Reasons for unequal distribution of wealth 

Jared Diamond (1997). Guns, germs, and steel.

• food production through domesticable plants and animals 

climate


moderate, diverse, mountainous 

Middle East, c. 9000 BC


plants 


with large seeds 




wheat, pea, olive

animals 


medium-sized, tamable 



sheep, goat, pig, cow

• geography of continents 

orientation

E-W transmission of food strategies 
Eurasia

shape


competition among groups 


Europe

• climate 

cold climate

housing, heating  ( technology

Northern Europe

( large, specialized, structured societies 

( armies, weapons, disease, literacy 

( displacement of other groups

( non-causal relationship between skin color and wealth 

Anthropology, GENETICS, BIOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY, ZOOLOGY

Definition of "race" and "racial characteristics"?

differences

• invisible 
more important than  /  independent of 
 visible
• cultural                             
          "                              biological         

variation

• continuous (no clear geographical / biological / cultural boundaries)

• greater within than between groups

reasons
• 100 000 years: not long enough

• intermarriage between groups 

PSYCHOBIOLOGY: Can behavior depend on skin color?

E.g.: Hypothesis: 
people in warmer climates are more extraverted (friendly, aggressive)

Theory: 

more time outside, more personal contact

Methodological problems

• objectivity: 

non-independent, self-interested observer asks, investigates, interprets

• control: 


behavior depends on context

• nature-nurture: 
learning-behavior relationship can be directly demonstrated 

biology- behavior         "         cannot            "

e.g.: genetic-language relationships determined by prehistoric migration patterns

Conclusion

Biology-behavior relationships between groups are

• questionable 

• non-causal

• relatively unimportant 

STATISTICS

Is there a relationship between skin color and crime? 

Example: drug dealers in Austria

	Time
	Place
	Status
	Source
	Aust-rians
	Afr-icans
	oth-ers
	total

	1997-2001
	Graz
	arrest
	police (verbal) 
	131
	105
	79
	315

	2002-2003
	Graz
	prosecution
	Drogen-Soko, newspaper reports
	5?
	70?
	?
	75?

	2001
	Graz & Stmk
	conviction
	Landesgericht Strafsachen Abt. 18
	134
	9
	16
	159

	2002
	Graz & Stmk
	conviction
	Landesgericht Strafsachen Abt. 18
	?
	?
	?
	?

	2000
	Austria
	prosecution 
	annual report bmi
	1174
	200
	678
	2052

	2001
	Austria
	prosecution 
	annual report bmi
	1354
	354
	548
	2256

	2002
	Austria
	prosecution 
	annual report bmi
	?
	?
	?
	?


Crimes

by groups and leaders

• genocide

• wars of aggression and conquest

• slavery

• human rights violations (death penalty, torture, FGM, religious persecution)

• environmental damage (oil spills)

• financial: monopolies (especially media), tax evasion, exploitation

• non-cooperation with international treaties: 

environmental (Kyoto), legal (ICC), military (weapons, mines), refugees, fair trade

by individuals

• murder

• rape, paedophilia

• sale of illegal drugs

• misuse of legal drugs

• theft

SOCIOLOGY

If there is no direct causal connection between skin color and crime...

If race is a social construct...

...why might crime seem to depend on skin color?

• limited knowledge about and irrational fear of other groups

• tendency to exaggerate positive aspects of own group and negative aspects of other

• asymmetry of labeling: only "other" groups are labeled, e.g. blacks 

Role of media

• Financially successful media speak the language of their consumers
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